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INITIAL CONSIDERATIONS
This research looked at the symbolic effects of the news reports announcing the return home of the nurses who worked in the Health Service of the Brazilian Expeditionary Force (FEB), during the Second World War. 1945 was selected as that was the year the war ended and this group of nurses was demobilized through a ministerial announcement (1) . These women represent the first female nursing group that was officially and historically incorporated into the ranks of the Brazilian Army. To maintain their position, this group struggled countless fights to gain visibility and credibility as "military nurses", since their mobilization, which started in 1943, until their demobilization in 1945. A large part of these attacks resulted from the male dominance they experienced in the military, political and social fields.
Moreover, when the war ended, the effects of this domination loomed as, after having participated in the 'manpower' of Brazilian Army officials, working in field hospitals in Italy, they were excluded without any further explanation (2) (3) .
Part of this idea can be confirmed by the contents of some news reports about Brazilian nurses'
return from the war to their homes, reports that strategic and hiddenly showed a certain need to reoccupy the spaces they had left in the post-war period. Hence, a priori, the arrival to the motherland of these "heroines" was symbolically consecrated as the return of mothers, housewives, devoted wives, who should now return to their functions in the female universe.
Other reports ambiguously defended the need for these nurses to continue using their uniforms even after the end of the war, and strategically roused the readers' opinion that it was the duty of the State to remain in the quarters on a regular base.
In view of the above, the following objectives were elaborated: to analyze the symbolic elements that express the hierarchizing division between the male and the female, as contained in news reports published about the return home of nurses who worked in the Health Service of the Brazilian Expeditionary Force, and to discuss the symbolic effects these reports produced.
The contribution of this article to publications on the theme is evidenced by the in-depth discussion about the hierarchization of social spaces and practices, implicit in the social division of work, through the valuation of female attributes, which reaffirmed the division of sexual rules in the daily reality of women and nurses, through maternal, silent, affectionate and self-sacrificing care.
METHODOLOGICAL AND THEORETICAL ASPECTS
This is a historical-social study, more 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The post-war and the return home of FEB nurses As for this act they suffered, the concept of 
women's exclusion process from Brazilian Army fieldwork as, ideologically, mobilized war nurses would no longer be needed in a peaceful world.
Some reflexes of this process of exclusion and, consequently, of forgetting (de-historicization),
can also be observed in the way the press reported on those nurses' return (3) . In that respect, the fragment below stands out, which records one of these nurses' perception on the news the media disseminated about the nurses' arrival in Brazil. Moreover, male domination is part of the routines of work division or private rituals by means of marginalization conducts imposed on women, through their exclusion from public places and, consequently, their exclusion from nobler tasks (7) . This physical and social regularization establishes man as "lord of the private and the family they govern and represent, delegating management of daily reality to women" (8) .
This Geographic Institute (11) . Hence, wars reinforce the most traditional and symbolic representations of gender differences.
In the same report that accompanied the selected photograph, the following extract stands out: for the author of the report to, at first sight, p r e s e r v e t h e i m a g e o f t h e " w a r n u r s e s ".
Nevertheless, in the context of the text, the expression "does not matter" becomes almost hidden, as it can be interpreted in a double and even negative sense. In this respect, as one of the war correspondents supposed who covered the FEB's activities in Europe, "in times of war not lying m e a n s a l o t , b u t s a y i n g a n y t r u t h i s unthinkable!" (12) .
The other article selected for this research was published on the front page of Tribuna Popular, a newspaper issued in the Federal District, on July 12 th 1945, with the following subtitle "The people want to see the nurses in uniform!" (13) . That report ratifies some of the elements addressed above and, at the same time, reveals new foci, which evidenced the worthy activities of FEB nurses at the front more clearly, as shown in the partial transcription of the article.
"Brazilian nurses consider that the war had a meaning, that their efforts were not lost, and that they fought for freedom and that, therefore, Hence, based on sources that helped to verify that the press increasingly got around censorship at that time, the authors believe that the report showed resistance against the form in which the activities of FEB nurses in the Second World War was socially scrutinized (14) .
Moreover, it should be taken into account that, in the context of the New State, the media imposed itself as an instrument to disseminate pre-molded convictions, which ended up (re)structuring new patterns of order in the social world. In some cases, the media functioned as a fundamental vector in the national integration process, so as to guide the people's thinking towards the "benevolences" the regime intended. On the opposite, contrary positions were taken in resistance to a dictatorship that, in mid-1945, had little support (15) . (16) .
Hence, between the public and the private and, consequently and respectively, between men and women, between the political and the personal, and between the battle fields and domestic scenarios, divisions tend to be broken so as to recompose a scenery that remodels the social spaces through the appearance of fights and resistance that move the 
FINAL CONSIDERATIONS
The sources that were selected, ordered and classified according to theme guided the authors of this study towards an approach that is capable of apprehending the truly symbolic dimension of male domination and its distinctive properties in the public and private spheres.
Therefore, the involvement with French gender studies by Pierre Bourdieu and Michelle Perrot is justified, in order to prevent probable sexual dissymmetry of philosophical discourse (17) . The authors believe that they managed to reproduce the male and female views in the historical version analyzed here.
The problem of the private/public dichotomy found in this research constituted fertile ground to understand the sexual division of the spaces FEB nurses started to occupy in the immediate post-war.
Hence, by applying the distinction between the private and the public to the representations involved in the discourse of news reports, the authors attempted to clarify some symbolic effects that were conjuncturally reproduced in the social world.
Finally, the authors consider that the symbolic effects of the news reports that disseminated the FEB nurses' return to Brazil partially resulted from the way those nurses' identity was represented in the social world. In this sense, those reports represented the reproduction of symbolic strategies in the sense of standing on political and social interests at that time.
And, consequently, they entailed preconceived ideas about the hierarchizing division of the social world into male and female.
